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' Sister Mary Bede checks the

rain gauge at Monte Pio Or-
phanage, Maitland, yesterday.
Good falls were reported from
many Hunter Valley centres.
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P ABRDVE: Monte Pio Girls Home basketball team—the Valentines—has won the C-grade div
jsion two grand final at their first attempt.

honours at

Grad | m'

They are students of St Mary’s Dominlean Co

I : shich o dges girls fr the home, 1
B s e b i T vent, Maltland, and St. Paul's, Rutherford.

started playing this year. They beat a Beresfield
teani, Lyrebirds, 28-22 to win the 14 years and
under competition. _
ister Mary Franclne coached the g_lrl.u. many af
whom sre playing for the first time this year,

@ PICTURE: Team captain Sharon Ball, Ju}'t‘f‘ G H]
Colleen Muarphy, Christing  Wooder, Cher
O'Rourke, Christine Alken and Helen Utley.

Siblings together again

EMMA SWAIN

As children Anne, Davina and
David Jones were sent from their
family home in Mayfield to start
new lives at the Monte Pio and
Murray Dwyer orphanages.

At the time their mother had
suffered a stroke and their father
could not care for them.,

“But the year after Mum had
her stroke Dad died so we stayed
on and that’s where we spent our
childhood,” Anne, now Mrs Incze,
said.

Yesterday the trio gathered
with more than 70 other Monte
Pio and Murray Dwyer orphans to
talk about their lives at the
Maitland and Mayfield homes and
to talk about living a childhood
without the love of their parents.

The siblings attendance also
heralded the first time the three
had been together in 37 years,

Mrs Incze was 11-and-a-half
years old when she went to live at
Monte Pic while her sister
Davina, of Townsville, was 12
years and brother David was 10.

“These reunions are always
fairly emotional but this year it's
even more 5o becanse we haven't
been in the same place together for

at orphanage reunion

'. . ' X L I|I

somany years,” MrJones, 49, now
of Wollongong, said.

Reflecting on her life at Monte
Pio Mrs Incze, now 55, of Warners
Bay, said the girls always believed
they lived in the biggest house in
Maitland.

“We had clean clothes, food
and a place to sleep but the disci-
pline was given out freely whether

A recent amendment in mé_-t;_iﬁl_d Wel-

Act would cost the r
year for NSW orphanages, the

,000 a

ernment another

nister for Child Welfare, Mr. A. D.

‘Bridges, said.

Mon

gaid from the be-

Mr, Bridges said b
had met the Rev. Mother
 Regis three months ago
af o Swvdney conference
to discuss  problems  in
bringing logether child-

REUNITED: (From left) Davina, David and Anne J
the reunion of the Monte Pio and Murray Dwyer orphanages yesterday.

| He o
‘ginning of this month the
thome  had reeeived  the
punt which would have
ey paid if the ehildren

& ﬂ_
 Mr. Bridges said. in
t%lhaﬂnm of a real

i

| nything beiter
than being at Monte Pio,

given love and zffection

‘and spiritual care.

rén who were  neglecled
ddestitate or lseked sof-
ﬁe’ﬁi‘t Care.

[, Bridges is the first
Minister lo lave visited
the home. .

He said he hoped teo

g?kg Bis visit an annual
Fo ke ; #

'}ga_- 'htﬁ he had  not

known  until  veslerday

that a men's commilles

Lad ben werking for 206
years 1o raise funds to
mzke the facilities second
to none in the State,
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we needed it or not,” she said,

“But we survived and we were
cared for in a way, In fact I'd hate
to think where we would have
ended up without the orphan-
ages.”

The Monte PFio Orphanage
opened in 1901 to care for girls
from broken families while the
Murray Dwyer Orphanage for

Committee praised

Much had yet to be
dope. bul he knew  the y
work of the commitiee with
would contioue with  the
sueeess I had bad In the
PPN, Bridges

DO pan=
fed her husband Lo Mait-
lanad,

Ainistor For Transport,
Mre. Millonm Maorris, prais-
ed the Siglers for  work
being done for children
from far bevond the city
aed,

He sald be could noi
sprak oo highly of the
tremendous job undertak-
en at the home.

Bernadette Cannally amd
Terry !)ram-“m.l.da r&rg
enfationg o Mirs.
and Mrs, Morris,

Riv. Foather M. O'Dono-
van, of Compbell’s Hil)
Parish, thanked the Min-
isters for their visit on
behal of the Molher Sup-
erior, Sisters and child-
ren.

Dridges,
Regis after the off
gpening of the annual con-
fionti

anes were together for the first time in 37 years at
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boys was opened in 1933,

"We do remember about life at
the orphanage but we especially
remember rising early each day to
go to church at 6am,” Mrs Incze
said.

“And while at the time we prob-
ably thought life was a bit tough, it
was certainly better than living on
the streets.”
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