CHILDHOOD MEMORIES: Sisters Holly Prater and Freda Witherspoon both spent part of their childhood at Maitland's Monte Pio orphanage.
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Orphanage reunion helps

heal scars of painful past

EMMA SWAIN

Holly Pratercan 't remember
the last time she shed a4 tear:

T fact she doesn’t think she
everhas.

After spending mosi of her
childhood behingd the doors of
the Monte Pio Orphanage in
Maitland, MrsPraterisaclosed
hook when it comes 1o express-
ing her emotions.

The 67-year-old Kurri Kurri
warman simply doesn't know
hiow.

“There was no love where 1
grew up and there were no
adulis to cuddle you and to
show they cared., , . vou just had
to deal with life the best way
you knew how" Mrs Prater
said.

On Sunday Mrs Priter and
her sister Freda thbarqpnnn
will attemnpl to heal their pain
during a reunion of the girls of
Muonte Pio. - -

For some this will be easier
than it is for others.

FINDING ANSWERS TG MIUM'S CHILEHOOD

“The Monte Fio Gfphanagaupanedin 1901 to care for, gtris
from l:mksn famll‘ias;

éépamhﬂn. famlly

hmal-cdownam‘tdivume aawaliaginsmnwsmaimhmaﬂse

-and negligence.

During the past couple of years Newcastle counsallor

Sonia Hornery hias been working
Pio after her awn mother and aunt revealed they too were
placedin care atthe arphanage

“A lot of the gifds who were

al the orphanage with us have

real hang-ups about the place

and others simply refuse to

acknowledpe that they even

went there but Holly and [ gre.

trying to come 1o terms with i1,
and o aceept it, but it's not

always:  easy, “ Mrs
Witherspoon, 64, also of Kurm
Kurr, said.

Mirs Witherspoon, Mis
Prater and their younger sisters
Heather Chalmers and Shirley

on a history of life at Mante

MeLeanwere sent to live at the
orphanage in abont 19492 when
their mother suffered a nervous
breakdown.

At the time the sisters were
Just eight, six, four and two
years, respectively, and they
stayed at the arphanage on and
off for about a seven-year
period.

The girls' brothers were sent

to  the Mumiy Dwyer
Orphanage for boys in
Mayfigld.

“Wham wisi "'t well for most

- of our childhood and Dad real-

Iy wasn't interested in us girls
50 Wwe were sentfrom our home
in Rutherford to the orphin-
age,” Mrs Prater said,

I you had friends at the
orphanage then you were K
because youcould haye a bit of
fun (ogether but if ¥Ou werea
loner then it was nota good life.

“T mean, there wera some

nuns and some bad ones:

but that's life 'l suppose and 1t
probably wasn't easy for them

. I suppose they were dmng_

the hest they could at the time.
Unlike her sister, Mirs Prater
refused to uuknuw[cdge her

past at the uET'anagc untilshe
attenided her Arstreinion sever-
al years ago,

“Ldide' el anyoneTwent o
the .orphanage, nol even my
-:hlln:hr.en. because therc was

ways such a/stigma dﬁ;lChEd
bul T'm starting 16 change,” she
said.

“I can’t remember-a lot of

life at Monite Pio becausze T've
blocked alot.of itout and T st
can’t ery or give anyone a hug,
which is hard but I just cant
helpit”

But for many the Monte Pio
reunions are their suving vrace.

“We always look forward to
the reunions and you can't shut
us up,” Mrs Witheispoan said,

This year the women will
also be celebrating their
reunion with the men from the
Murray Dwyer Orphanage.
_Reunion organiser Nancy
Champion, of Newcastle, said
the reunions were an emotional
time for the menand women of
the erphanages but also an
important part of the healing
process,

“The reumions are a wonder-
ful opporunity forus all to get
togetherand talk ahout ourlives
at the arphﬂ.rmges " she said.

This year's reunion is-on
Sunday at the Eastern Tigers
RSL, Cardiff, a1 1 lam.




